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ocally renewed when the busiest and most
dangerous part of it was past.
Pitt was again to be a minister, but never
so happy a one as he had been already. In
1766 the necessities of the government once
more called him to a share in it; the forma-
tion of a new cabinet was intrusted to him,
but the undertaking did not prosper in his
hands. His brother-in-law and old associate,
Lord Temple; his friend, the Marquis of
Kockingham, could not enter in his views or
act along with him, and the Great Commoner
had offended many of his favorers by accept-
ing a peerage. He was made Earl of Chat-
ham and Baron of Burton-Pynsent prior to
his entrance upon office. Of his ministry
Mr. Burke has left us a curious and often-
quoted description. The members of it were
the most heterogeneous and discordant: the
results they produced betrayed the feebleness
of their union. Chatham resigned in two
years, disgusted with the untowardness of
his coadjutors, and tired of useless exertions
to bend their clashing principles to a con-
formity with his own.
This was the last time he appeared in office.
His strength and health were exhausted;
years and excessive labor had increased the
violence of his constitutional disorder; he
wanted retirement and repose. His peerage
had shut against him the habitual scene of
his parliamentary exertions; he was not a
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